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Lenny Rubin presenting Ralph Goldman and
Haim Kubersky a Budapest siddur ’honoring’
their Prague adventure

Petite violinist performs at Moscow Jewish
Arts Centre

The ’Israeli Quartette’ in Moscow’s Arbat market 0)

Young adult choral group take part in concert at Moscow’s Jewish Arts Centre
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THE EAST EUROPE STUDY MISSION — IMPRESSIONS

We were standing in the Jewish Music
and Art Center in Moscow singing
Hatikva with Vladimir Pliss and his
Chazanim Chorus, and most of us could
feel tears stinging our eyes. For me, as
for most other members of the Mission,
this was one of the most moving
moments of the trip.

We congregated in Moscow, Board
members and supporters of the World
Confederation of Jewish Community
Centers, representing seven countries.
Our mission was to get a first hand
experience of the Jewish communities
of Moscow, Prague and Budapest.
The cities we visited are diverse and
different, as are the Jewish communities
still living there.

In Moscow we visited the newly es-
tablished schools and ulpanim, and met
people studying Hebrew in preparation
for their Aliya. We spent a memorable
evening in the Music and Art Center
where children and adults study classical
music and Old Jewish music, reminders
of the Jewish Shtetl which is no more, as
well as the latest Israeli songs. We were
struck by the vitality of this emerging

Sara Bogen (JDC Israel)

Jewish community, suppressed for so
many years, but still longing to learn
about Jewish history, tradition and
customs and make contact with other
Jewish communities.

In Prague, a town proud and ap-
preciative of its Jewish tradition and
history, it was very sad to observe the
small, divided and struggling Jewish
community, maintaining a Jewish life
of sorts, amidst the impressive evidence
of a strong, vibrant Jewish community
that was destroyed.

And finally, in Budapest, a Jewish
Community which maintained a Jewish
life even during the communist rule, and
is continuing to do so, setting a model
for the rest of the Jewish communities
in Eastern Europe.

And what about Community Centers?

We didn’t see Community Centers,
as we know them, in those towns.
However, our hosts showed much
interest in the idea of establishing
Centers in their communities.

Are community centers a feasible instru-
mentality for strengthening community

life in these countries? I believe they
are.

The Community Center, being an insti-
tution which serves all ages and which
is apolitical, dedicated to providing
for the social, educational, recreational
and cultural needs of the community
it serves and above all flexible and
able to change its programs quickly, is
the best instrument which the Jewish
people can offer these communities, to
help them recreate and rehabilitate their
community. It is therefore incumbent
upon us to provide these communities
with the accumulated knowledge on
how to build Community Centers, staff
them and develop programs which will
best serve their needs. We should offer
them advice and support, being careful
not to impose our ideas and ways of
operation on them. We have to trust
their knowledge of their communities
and their strengths and capabilities,
and help them in every way possible
to establish Community Centers whose
major characteristics will be their ability
to best serve their own communities.

A PERSONAL EXPERIENCE

(Extracted from the CDI, Mexico journal of April 25th, 1993)

We are publishing a letter written by Vice-President Ishie Gitlin and addressed to CLAM President Guiora Esrubilsky. Mr.
Gitlin had participated in the WCJCC East Europe Study Mission to Moscow, Prague and Budapest.

Dear Guiora,

The Study Mission which we car-
ried out last month to Russia, the
Czech Republic and Hungary was an
impressive and enriching experience.

The WCIJCC and its president Mr.
Leonard Rubin, together with the
support of the JDC, organised 10 days
of marathon meetings and events in the
three countries. We who participated,
were lay and professional leaders from

North America, England, France, Italy,
Australia, Latin America and Israel —
31 of us in all.

From the time we arrived in Moscow,
the mission gathered strength and
increased our motivation, for I found

a reality I had never ever dreamed

of. My parents came to Mexico 70
years ago, totally frustrated and full

of apprehension and fears. Like others
who came from Europe, and until some
3 years ago, they never.dreamed of

returning to their roots. I am grateful
daily that I was born in Mexico and
educated according to our heritage
and each day we should pray and be
thankful for what we are and for what
we have.

Russia was a conflict of emotions.
On the one hand I found a country
destroyed economically and many
of our people trying to live there; on

the other hand I saw a spiritual and
—
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WORLD CONFEDERATION OF JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTERS
CONFEDERATION MONDIALE DES CENTRES COMMUNAUTAIRES JUIFS

CONFEDERACION MUNDIAL DE CENTROS COMUNITARIOS JUDIOS

President: Leonard Rubin Executive Director: Menachem Revivi

12 Hess St.,

Jerusalem 94185, Israel Tel. (02) 251265, Fax. 247767 D>>w11> 12 D0 'NI

AFFILIATED ASSOCIATIONS

AJY -

CDI -

CLAM -

ECICS -

FACCMA -

FSJU -

JCC
Association

ZWST

SPONSORS
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC)
Council of Jewish Federations (CJF)

Maccabi World Union

Youth & Hechalutz Dept. WZO

ASSOCIATION FOR JEWISH YOUTH (Gt. Britain)
Chairman: Michael Harris Exec. Dir; Martin Shaw
128 East Lane, Wembley, Mddx. HAO 3NL, England Tel. (081) 908-4747 Fax. (081) 904-4323

CENTRO DEPORTIVO ISRAELITA (Mexico)
President: Moises Weinstock Exec. Dir: Eduardo Feher
Av. Manuel Avila Camacho 620, 11200 Mexico D.F. Tel. 557 3000 Fax. 395-5523

CONFEDERACION LATINO AMERICANA MACABI
President: Guiora Esrubilsky Secretary: Mario Vaisman
Caixa Postal 5015, CEP 01061, Sao Paulo, Brazil Tel. 2316671 Fax. 2316426

EUROPEAN COUNCIL OF JEWISH COMMUNITY SERVICES
Chairman: David Lewis Exec. Dir: Michael May
30 blvd de Port-Royal, 75005 Paris, France Tel. 4337-9212 Fax. 4337-9293

FEDERACION ARGENTINA DE CENTROS COMUNITARIOS MACABEOS
President: Juan imel Exec. Dir: Alejandro Kladniew
Tte. Gral. Peron 2226, 1040 Buenos Aires, Argentina Tel. (1) 953-7922 Fax. 952-4752

FONDS SOCIAL JUIF UNIFIE (France)
President: David de Rothschild Dir. Training & Cult. Act.: Edmond Elalouf
19 Rue De Teheran, Paris, France 75008 Tel. 456 31728 Fax. 456-33462

ISRAEL FEDERATION OF COMMUNITY CENTERS
President: Haim Kubersky Chairman: Azriel Zion
P.O.B. 2378, Jerusalem 91023, Tel. (02) 793-664 Fax. 793-668

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTERS ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA
President: Lester Pollack Exec. Vice Pres.: Arthur Rotman
15 East 26th Street, New York, NY 10010 Tel. (212) 532-4949 Fax. (212) 481-4174

CENTRAL JEWISH WELFARE FEDERATION (Germany)
Chairman: Paul Spiegel Director: Benny Bloch
Hebelstr. 6, 6000 Frankfurt/M., Tel. 069-430206-08 Fax. 069-494817
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DIRECTORY OF LINKED JCCs IN THE TRI-CENTER PROJECT

NAME OF JCC DATA LIAISON

USA Adolph & Rose Levis JCC Tel: 407-852 3200 Ed Finkelstein, Exec. Dir.
9801 Donna Klein Blvd. Boca Raton, Fax: 407-852 3232
FL. 33428

LINK 1 { ISRAEL Geller Community Center Tel: 09-953 367 Aliza Regev & Emma
Kfar Saba Municipality Fax: 09-975 479 Mateh-Halevi, Exec. Dir.
POB 25, Kfar Saba 44100 ;
ARGENTINA Sociedad Hebraica Argentina Tel: 541-485 888  Ricardo Zwik, Dir. Personnel
Sarmiento 2237, 1044 Buenos Aires Fax: 541-953 4117 & Leadership

USA JCC MetroWest Tel: 201-736-3200 (Pending approval)
760 Northfield Ave. West Orange, N.J.07052 Fax: 201-736-6871
LINK 2 { |SRAEL Ramat Eliahu Community Center Tel: 03-9611385  Perez Hajaj, Exec. Dir.
POB 4178, Rishon Le Zion 75141 Fax: 03-9615796
ENGLAND Liverpool JYCC, Harold House Tel: 051-722 5671/2 Es Rosen, Exec. Dir.
Dunbabin Road, Liverpool L15 6XL Fax: 051-722 0212

USA Delaware Valley JCCs Tel: 609-883 9550 Jerry Melman, Exec. Dir.
999 Lower Valley Road, Trenton, NJ 08628 Fax: 609-883 9113
LINK 3 ( ISRAEL Carmiel Community Center Tel: 04-988 469 Amitai Barak, Exec. Dir.
POB 470, Carmiel 20101 Fax: 04-988 469
ENGLAND Redbridge JYCC, Sinclair House, Tel: 081-551-0017 Ian Berkoff, Exec. Dir.

Woodford Bridge Road, Ilford Essex IG4 SLN  Fax: 081-551-9027

USA Houston JCC Tel: 713-729 3200 Jerry Wische, Exec. Dir.
5601 S. Braeswood Blvd. Houston, Fax: 713-551 7223
TX 77096-3999

LINK 4 ( ISRAEL Rosin Community Center Tel: 03-641 8262  Motti Ben-Dor, Supervisor
Drezner 2A Fax: 03-521 8852  Centers Dept. T.A. Munic.
Ramat Aviv Gimel, Tel Aviv 69497 Eli Chechik, Exec. Dir.
HUNGARY JIDC Tel: 36-1-269 6690 Sofi Fried, Project Dir.
H-1075 Budapest, Sip. u. 12 Fax: 36-1-269 6694

USA

JCC on the Palisades Tel: 201-569 7900 Avi Lewinson, Asst. Exec. Dir.

411 East Clinton Ave. Tenafly, NJ 07670 Fax: 201-569 7448
| LINK S { ISRAEL Neve Yosef Community Center Tel: 04-232 645 Moshe Hazut, Exec. Dir.
Harav Mashash 1a, Haifa 32167 Tel: 04-239 413 (call to connect fax)

MEXICO

CDI Tel: 525-557 3000
Av. M. Avila Camacho 620, 11200 Mexico D.F. Fax: 525-395 5523

Ishie Gitlin, Vice Pres.

JCC of Greater Columbus Tel: 614-231 7312 Joel Dinkin, Exec. Dir.

1125 College Avenue, Columbus OH 43209 Fax: 614-231 8222
LINK 6 ISRAEL Lazarus Community Center Tel: 03-503 0068  Nitzan Aviv, Exec. Dir.
Sanhedrin 27, Jesse Cohen Neighbourhood 03-501 3102

Holon 58584 Fax: 02-353 771 c/o Bath Zuriel

JDC Tel: 3592 814 456 Robert Djerassi, Asst. Dir.
1303 Stambolijski Blvd. Sofia Fax: 3592 879 949

BULGARIA
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